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TOP NEWS STORY 

Suspect arrested in connection to 

church parking lot shooting 

 San Antonio Police officials says a man on his way to church 

Sunday afternoon was ambushed in the church parking lot and 

shot. A 6-year-old boy who was in the car with the victim was 

also hit by gunfire, according to SAPD Chief William McManus. 

The adult man, McManus said, is in critical condition while the 

boy's injuries are not believed to be life-threatening. 

 

Source: CLICK HERE 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

• Training Spotlight  

• Weekly Team Briefing  

• In-Depth Look  

• Monthly Articles  

• Church Security Roll Call  

• Mail Call  

• Guest Article  

• Certified Instructors  

• Upcoming Seminars  

• Sheepdog Corner  

https://www.kens5.com/article/news/local/public-safety/sapd-incident/273-1f8cfa15-c094-4a70-ba80-bb0244d2e8b2?fbclid=IwAR2yCo4uR7NdDhsQceDLQa1C1dGpoqJU84qZLxkeL3ogSaZA2asVmH94wN4


TRAINING SPOTLIGHT 

Fire remains one of the single greatest threats to churches and their congregations 

today. Each year, fires ravage tens of thousands of homes, businesses and              

organizations across the United States, leaving devastation and loss in their wake. If 

you are prepared, evacuating the congregation is possible. In fact, with the right   

planning and preparation, you can decrease the chances that your church will be 

threatened by fire in the first place. 

 

 

 

 

Saving Lives and Property from a Fire. Topics include: Understanding Arson, Basics of 

Fire Science, Your Church’s Fire Response Plan, Conducting Fire Safety Inspections, 

and Planning and Conducting a Fire Drill. Click on the picture bellow to check out the 

training! 

Arson and Fire Safety 

This was a very good course. It gave me more to think 

about and the tools to go back to my church and reassess 

out current Fire Response Plan.  - Jeremy Knox 

Take all 7 Modules 

and be Certified with 

Sheepdog Church 

Security for           

two years! 

Click Here to      

Learn More! 

https://sheepdog-church-security.thinkific.com/courses/arson-prevention-and-fire-drills-for-churches
https://sheepdog-church-security.thinkific.com/bundles/safety-team-complete-training-course


WEEKLY TEAM BRIEFING 

Based on the Sheepdog Church Security training course Protecting Yourself and the 
Church with Use of Force Laws v3. 

Using Force 

What is force? It is any kind of pressure or influence used to achieve an outcome. 
Protecting the congregation from disruptions and violence requires some kind of 
force. Just the presence of someone who is ready to respond is force. In a Church 
Safety Ministry, we need to know what kind of force is needed and how to use it.  

News stories tell of deadly force or very strong unarmed force used in violent     
confrontations, the legal consequences of injurious and deadly force, or tempers 
calmed and tense situations ending peacefully. Seldom do we hear of the               
non-sensational middle. Grand juries are called. Lawsuits are filed. Officers are put 
on administrative leave, fired or suspended. Ordinary citizens are investigated,   
maybe arrested. Use-of-force is definitely a matter of law.  

We want to be on the right side of the law, so 
we need to know the laws and how to abide 
by them. In the Special Resource for February, 
Use of Force - Recommended Training for 
Your Church’s Safety Ministry, the bottom line 
is, “Train to avoid the use of force if at all  
possible but prepare to use it correctly.” 

The articles for February were “To the        
Defense” (Protecting the Flock from Violent 
Threats), “How Forceful?” (The Continuum of 
Force), and “Lawful Force” (Use of Force 
Laws). The Closer Look article is “2001   
Greater Oak Missionary Baptist Church 
Shooting.”  

My God, my rock, in 

whom I take refuge, my 

shield, and the horn of 

my salvation, my 

stronghold and my 

refuge, my savior; you 

save me from violence  

(2 Samuel 22:3).  

Use of Force Laws and Church Safety Ministries 

https://sheepdog-church-security.thinkific.com/courses/protecting-yourself-and-the-church-with-use-of-force-laws-training-bundle
https://sheepdog-church-security.thinkific.com/courses/protecting-yourself-and-the-church-with-use-of-force-laws-training-bundle
https://sheepdog-church-security.ck.page/60badbb325


Weekly Team Briefing Continued 

Action Points 

For Safety Directors:   

 Find out your state and local use-of-force laws. 

 Consult an attorney on legal use of force.  

 Train Safety Team members how to effectively use the least force necessary. 

 Train Team members in soft empty-hand controls and unarmed self-defense. 

For Safety Team Members:   

 Take the recommended courses on Verbal De-escalation, Use of Force, 

and Active Shooter Response. 

 Learn escort holds and unarmed self-defense. 

 Practice situational awareness and calming speech in daily life.  

 If armed, subscribe to U.S.LawShield. 

https://www.uslawshield.com/?affid=f83659a7-c044-11e9-a753-02fcb63ac2fe
https://www.uslawshield.com/?affid=f83659a7-c044-11e9-a753-02fcb63ac2fe


2001 Greater Oak Missionary           

Baptist Church Shooting 

AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT A CHURCH SHOOTING INCIDENT 

The Final Altar Call 

It was May 18, 2001, the Friday evening of a revival series at Greater Oak Missionary 

Baptist Church. This was the 21st anniversary of the eruption of Mount St. Helens, but 

for the members of the church this date would mark a more personally tragic           

anniversary. For two members, this would be their final altar call. 

As the service neared its conclusion and the evangelist issued an altar call, a nervous 

man came in. A witness saw a gun as he walked by. He went to where his wife and 

their child sat on the front pew and sat down next to her. When he whispered in her 

ear, she moved away, pulled out her phone, and tried to make a call. He moved    

closer, and she kept scooting away, begging him to not kill her. The man grabbed his 

son, lifted his gun, and shot her fatally. 

After the man stood up, another woman in the congregation stepped in and tried to 

take the boy away. He shot her too. Still holding his son, he tried to shoot himself, but 

the gun jammed. He later told a judge that he had intended to kill himself. 

Leaving the church, he drove away, but it was not long before he was stopped by the 

police chief. After a quarter hour stand-off, he surrendered on the condition that his 

son would ride with him to the police station. 

The Threat 

The killer had been a former minister in another city about 40 miles away. At the time 

of the shooting he lived in Hopkinsville and worked in Tennessee. No news stories say 

why he left the ministry. 



Not all was well at home. We do not know all the details, but there was physical 

abuse, apparently fueled by anger. The shooting was a couple of months after the 

wife moved out. She had filed for a domestic violence [restraining] order after he had 

threatened her. 

On Thursday, the day before the service, the man had called his wife and threatened 

her again. She told a friend, but did not report the latest threat. She did not think he 

would go through with it, but this time the threat was real. 

Background 

As stated above, the wife had secured a restraining order for domestic violence. What 

the violence was and for how long were not revealed in the news stories, but a       

memorial told of threats. She planned to file for divorce and move to another state. 

What triggered the attack was her intent to take their son with her. 

We do not know where the man got the handgun but it was listed as stolen - 

"Receiving Stolen Property" was one of the counts in his indictment. What matters is 

that he was the only person in the church who was armed. This was a small church, 

and only about 60 to 75 persons were present that Friday night. 

The killer was also a felon. The Kentucky Online Offender Lookup (KOOL) lists 

"Possession of Firearm by Convicted Felon" as another count on which he was     

convicted. It has no details, so we do not know what the felony was or if this was     

related to his leaving the ministry. 

The Follow-up 

There is much that we do not know about follow-up to the 

shooting at Greater Oak Missionary Baptist Church. We 

do know that he stood trial, changed his plea to guilty, and 

was sentenced to 125 years. KOOL lists 70 years for the 

murder, 10 years on the weapons charge, and 5 years 

each on other charges. He is still in prison. 

The son was placed with relatives. 

Any changes in security, if any, which the church may 

have made were unavailable at the time of research. 

Know well the 

condition of your 

flocks, and give 

attention to your 

herds     

(Proverbs 27:23).  



A church building which looks old enough to be the same one sits at the church       

address of 2010 Kirkpatrick Street. It is actually the only church building on that street. 

Directories and newspaper notices list a Greater Oak Baptist Church at that address. 

Currently, the church at that location is the Community Baptist Church, a name which 

dates at least as far back as April 28-29, 2012. However, a 2015 community        

transportation plan still lists that place on a map as "Greater Oak Baptist Church," 

which would have been the name when the planning began or have not been updated 

in the source documents. Whether the congregation changed its name or another one 

took over the building, we do not know.  

Lessons Learned 

The primary lesson we can learn from the 2001 church shooting in Hopkinsville 

is Take Threats Seriously. 

Apparently some in the congregation knew that violence was why the wife left the   

killer. The person she stayed with knew of the threats. We do not know what counsel 

she received. 

Looking back, someone probably wishes they had told her what to do if threatened. 

When her husband threatened her, she should have told both the police and the    

pastor. The facts that he was a felon and that he had a domestic violence order 

against him were reason enough to believe that a death threat was real and would be 

acted on. 

Prov. 27:23 says, "Know well the condition of your flocks." The leadership of a church 

needs to be aware of how members are and what they are facing. The members need 

to have enough trust in their pastors to confide in them. Did she say anything, even to 

the pastor's wife? 

If they knew of the threat, they could have had someone watch out for the husband. 

He should not have been able to just come in and go down to where she was. The 

easiest precaution would have been to lock the doors once the service began. Since 

this was a death threat, they could have insisted that she report it to the police. If he 

showed up outside a locked door, someone could have called the police then. 



However, there is another side to consider. The wife and the congregation may have 

been hesitant to bring the police into the situation. This was an African-American 

church in a Southern town, a situation where police were not always trusted. Looking 

back at how the police chief calmed the husband, they could have been trusted at that 

time and place. Therefore, a second lesson is Build positive relationships with the   

police and with the community. 

 

Click Here for References 

The Cornelius Project has an amazing group of speakers with over 

345 years of law enforcement experience (including three Medal of 

Valor recipients). Five of which have been shot in the line of duty. 

They address the topics that are relevant to the world of law        

enforcement, with the sole purpose of encouraging the officer. The 

end result,  they hope for is the well-being of the officers, with the 

result that they can be the servant and protector the community 

needs.  

https://sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/articles/2001-greater-oak-missionary/
https://thecorneliusproject.com/


TO THE DEFENSE 
Protecting the Flock from Violent Threats 

Introduction 
What do we mean when we say, “force”? As a verb, it 
means to apply pressure, as in, “He forced the plug into the 
hole,” or, “The delegates forced a floor vote.” As a noun, it 
means pressure, applied exertion, influence, power, etc. For 
a Church Security Team, force is whatever pressure or     
influence you use to defend the church and its members – 
more specifically in the context of this series, against        
violence or the possibility of violence. 

IN THE NEWS 

Tyler, Texas, September 13, 2015 - It was a Sunday         
afternoon. Many people were still in the church after a      
reception for the musicians following the morning service. A 
deacon met a man dressed in camouflage in the parking lot 
who asked to see the pastor. The deacon led him into the 
conference room where the pastor and his son were    
working. The man was sweaty, and his neck and arms were 
covered with tattoos. 

As the pastor extended his hand, the man began to rant, 
claiming demons were chasing him. He was a Muslim, and 
"God" sent him to kill Christians and Jews if they opposed 
Islam. They were infidels. 

The pastor remained calm. A former parole officer trained 
and experienced in dealing with mentally disturbed         
persons, he began verbal de-escalation. He got the man to 
calm down and sit down, offered him a cool drink.       
Meanwhile, he detected a gun-shaped bulge in a pocket, 
then saw an ammo clip, so he stepped into the hall to 
"situate the kids." 

In the hall, the pastor whispered to his wife and another 
person, "We have a problem. Get everyone out." As they 
evacuated the church, the pastor also left. The man soon 
left too, but drove off in the opposite direction of the church 
members. Police were already on their way (911 had been 
called). 

And the Lord 

brought us out 

of Egypt with a 

mighty hand  

(Deuteronomy 

6:21). 

My God, my 

rock, in whom 

I take refuge, 

my shield, and 

the horn of my 

salvation, my 

stronghold 

and my refuge, 

my savior; you 

save me from 

violence  

(2 Samuel 

22:3). 

"A gentle 

answer turns 

away wrath, 

but a harsh 

word stirs up 

anger"  

(Proverbs 

15:1). 

But my eyes 

are toward 

you, O God, 

my Lord; in 

you I seek 

refuge; leave 

me not 

defenseless!  

(Psalm 141:8)  



 

IN THE NEWS CONTINUED  

The man came back later and left a note thanking the church for their kindness. He 
was later caught. His record included drug use and robbery. 

The pastor began considering security measures, because if there were another     
incident, it could end tragically.[2] 

Henrico, Virginia, July 17, 2016 - A man brought a large pit bull into church during the 
Sunday morning service. He first sat down in one place, then got up and moved, 
meanwhile unleashing the dog, which began wandering around. Attenders started 
moving out of the way. The man refused to call the dog back and re-leash it. It turns 
out the pit bull was a service dog. After this, the church reviewed its safety and        
security practices.[3] 

Princeton, West Virginia, October 6, 2019 - A man acting erratically in the street ran 
into a church about 11 am on a Sunday morning. He went into the restroom and 
locked himself in. An off-duty police officer saw this. He called for backup, went into 
the church, and told the congregants to stay calm and remain seated. 

Responding officers removed the man from the restroom and arrested him. High on 
crystal meth, he had done $3,000 of damage while in there.[4] 

Sharon, South Carolina, June 14, 2020 - A mostly African-American church's outdoor 
Sunday Morning service was disrupted during the sermon by a man yelling, making 
noise, mooning, and shouting racial slurs. The pastor told the congregation to remain 
calm and not to respond. Sheriff's deputies found out about the incident two days    
later, and on Wednesday arrested the man, charging him with intentionally disrupting 
a religious service. 

The next Sunday, a mostly white congregation not far away joined them for a service 
in the same location.[5] 

February's Special Resource 

The special downloadable resource for February is "Use of Force: Recommended 
Training for Your Church's Safety Ministry."[6] Within it is the "Use of Force Training 
Record." Click *HERE* to get it. If you're not already on the email list for the monthly 
newsletter The Church Guardian and the weekly updates, you'll be added. 

More information on the Use of Force can be found on the Church Security Guide[7] 
article "Self Defense Laws, Your Rights and Use of Force"[8] and in the Use of Force 
training course.[1] 

https://sheepdog-church-security.ck.page/60badbb325


Ready to Defend 

How ready are we to defend the flock? Very 
few churches have their own sworn police 
force. Police are trained to defend citizens in 
the community. If necessary, this includes 
deadly force. However, as decades of        
national and local news stories reveal, deadly 
force is and should be a last resort. This 
means that those responsible for safety and 
security need to be prepared to keep          
situations from becoming deadly. 

In only one of the four news stories was there an immediate threat of a mass killing, 
and it ended peacefully, thanks to a cool-headed pastor who knew what to do.        
Another incident with an armed offender could have been much worse. 

Elements of Defense 

The elements of a safe and effective defense are readiness, remaining alert,          
recognizing threats, and retaining control. 

Readiness 

Readiness for a safe and effective defense with proper use of force begins with   
learning what kinds of disruption the church may face and continues with knowing the 
state's use-of-force laws, planning, setting policies and procedures, training, and   
practice. 

Remaining Alert 

One oft-repeated motto is, "The price of liberty is vigilance," namely watchful     
awareness. Situational awareness is the front line of defense in church safety and   
security: What is around you? How is it changing? What or who is new? Does anyone 
need help? Does anyone look distressed or angry? Is anything out of place? Does  
anyone act suspiciously? What activity is taking place outside?  

In the first news story, the pastor was alert, taking notice of the situation, the            
demeanor of the subject, etc. 

Be aware of any weaknesses in the building's defenses, especially poor access    
control. Are doors and windows secure? Are doors locked when they are unattended? 
Are surveillance cameras monitored? Are the greeters trained to observe those       
entering the church? Are key places in the church unwatched?  



Another form of alertness is threat assessment, both formal and informal. Members of 
the Church Safety Committee, the Safety Director, and other key persons in the 
church (such as counselors and pastors) share what they know or have learned about 
people in the church, families and acquaintances of church attenders, and persons in 
the community. Obviously, any notifications from law enforcement will be discussed. 
These discussions are confidential for a number of reasons: 

1. First, it is important to protect the privacy of people in the church. 

 Leaked information leads to rumors. 

 These lead to loss of confidence, and people will be reluctant to share what 
they know. 

 It may damage the reputations of innocent persons. 

2. Second, not everything we find out means there is a threat. We do not want to 
alarm church members needlessly. 

3. Third, leaked information may get to those considering an attack, and they may 
change their plans to circumvent any measures we take. 

In Sutherland Springs, Texas, a member of a church was threatened by her son-in-
law, who had been to the church and was familiar with the building and their practices 
and schedules. Some in the church were uneasy when he showed up at a church 
event about a week before his attack.[9] Three questions I have are: 

(1) Did the member tell church leadership about the threats? 

(2) Were these threats reported to the sheriff's office? 

(3) Did church leadership consider what to do in case he attacked? 

Recognizing Threats 

There are several signs of threats. 

First of all, a verbal threat may be communicated to the church in writing, a phone 
call, etc. or be relayed by someone who overheard or was told by the person making 
the threat. Law enforcement may become aware of a threat and notify the church. 

However, not all threats come with explicit warnings. Therefore, we need to recognize 
the signs of a threat of disruption and indications that it may be violent, and we should 
recognize signs that someone needs to be protected, defended. 

The Scholarly Article in the "Instructor's Guide" for the Sheepdog Church Security 
Academy v3[10] (now succeeded by Security Team Fundamentals v4[11]) describes 
several signs to be aware of: Generally Suspicious Behavior, Signs of Criminal Intent, 
and Suspicious Situations.  



Generally Suspicious Behavior: 

 A person running 

 A person carrying property 

 A person roaming the church 

 Anyone forcing their way into a locked room or vehicle 

 Business transactions being held at a vehicle 

 Someone being forced into a vehicle 

 A person showing unusual mental or physical symptoms 

Signs of Criminal Intent: 

 Someone asking unusual question 

 Someone paying a great deal of attention to facilities 

 Nervousness or other signs of mental discomfort 

 Inappropriate clothing 

 Other odd behavior 

Suspicious Situations: 

 A vehicle parked in an odd location 

 Unattended package or luggage 

 Open window or door that is usually closed 

 Strange or unexplained noises (including gunshots, yelling, someone fighting, or a 
dog barking incessantly) 

 Unusual odors 

Other Signs 

To these we can add signs of potentially disruptive persons. There are signs of       
distress. Distressed people are more likely to become agitated and lash out. A few 
reasons for this kind of distress are financial trouble, job loss, death of a close family 
member, broken relationships, and health issues. Some persons may be mentally ill. 
Mental illness has been a factor in several violent encounters, including suicide-by-
cop encounters with law enforcement officers. 



These factors often show in the person's face, the way they walk or stand, gestures, 
the way they speak. It is easy for a distressed person's conversation to become an  
argument. Be aware of heated conversations on the way to becoming open             
arguments. Here is where verbal de-escalation is key to avoiding violence. 

Sometimes a distressed person comes in already angry. Will you see this? A person 
already intent on violence may or may not be pacified, depending on their makeup. If 
this is immediate rage, they can be delayed long enough for their anger to cool. 

On the other hand, there may be someone with deep-seated deadly intent. These   
persons are often suicidal, focused on killing until killed. Signs of this deadly intent 
can be, like the man in Tyler, Texas, profuse sweating, dressed for battle, and      
nervousness. On the other hand there are, as described by some, "killers without a 
conscience" - at least they seem to be without a conscience. They may, like the   
shooter at Wedgwood Baptist Church in 1999, come in with their weapons under 
wrap.[12] Can we pick up on the threat coming in the front door? The cigarette may 
not have been intended as a distraction, but it became one, and no one noticed that 
the visitor was armed until he began shooting. On the other hand, the shooters in   
Antioch, Tennessee,[13] and Sutherland Springs[9] began shooting outside then came 
into the church still shooting. In Colorado Springs, the church had been warned about 
the killer, and the security team was ready for him. He began shooting outside and 
was stopped in the foyer.  

Retaining Control 

An effective defense against violence depends on retaining control (or regaining then 
retaining). First, we need to retain control of ourselves. Here is where conditioning, 
training, and drills prove their worth. 

In conditioning, we learn how to control our reactions so we can think rationally. 
Sometimes we have to re-compose ourselves with techniques such as deep     
breathing. 

Training equips us with knowledge of what to do in certain situations. Sheepdog 
Church Security has training courses on several topics, including Active Shooter    
Response[14] and Use of Force.[1] 

 Drills give us practice in our response skills so we do not have to figure out what to 
do during an incident. They are also part of conditioning, enabling us to retain         
self-control in an emergency. 

In Tyler, Texas, the pastor retained control in the situation. The man in camouflage did 
not even pull the gun out of his pocket. The pastor was trained and experienced in 
dealing with criminals and mental cases, and this paid off.[2] He was so effective that 
the man left a note thanking him for his kindness. Almost unbelievable! 



There are also many stories, told and untold, of situations which never became violent 
because someone in the church intervened, stayed cool and in control, and defused 
tensions. This is defense which really worked. When we look at levels of force, these 
incidents never got above the second level, even when they had the potential of going 
all the way to the top. As in Proverbs 15:1, wrath was turned away. 

Conclusion 

We can come to the defense of the church from violence by Readiness, Remaining 
Alert, Recognizing Threats, and Retaining Control. 

There Is More 

There are two more articles in the series on the Use of Force in Church Security. They 
are "How Forceful?" (The Continuum of Force), and "Lawful Force" (Use of Force 
Laws). The Closer Look article at the end of the month is on the 2001 shooting at the 
Greater Oak Missionary Baptist Church. 

 

Click Here for References 

churches must be prepared to combat violence from all corners. If 

you are not prepared, that can spell disaster, as it has for too many 

churches across the nation. To ensure that you are prepared for any 

eventuality and able to curb violent acts, we offer this book.  

https://sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/articles/to-the-defense/
https://www.amazon.com/Active-Shooter-Mitigation-Training-Worship/dp/1791373488


HOW FORCEFUL? 

The Continuum of Force 

Introduction 
Have you ever stripped a screw or broken 
a plastic lid by applying too much force? 
Have you not been able to open a jar      
because you could not apply enough 
force? The key to success is the right 
amount of force. It is that way in a Church 
Safety Ministry. We need to use only 
enough force to keep the flock safe. The 
consequence of using too much force is 
more serious than a broken lid or stripped 
screw. It can be severe injury or death,  
lawsuits, and/or criminal charges. 

IN THE NEWS 

Salt Lake City, Utah, November 10, 2020 - The Utah State Supreme Court heard     
arguments in the appeal of a lawsuit alleging extreme treatment (amounting to        
excessive force) by a church in the course of a rape investigation. The victim, who 
was in her mid-teens at the time of the rape and the investigation, was subjected to 
hours of repeatedly hearing an audio tape the rapist had made during an assault. She 
filed the suit when in her 20s. The victim claimed that church officials were attempting 
to get her to confess to asking for the sexual assault. The church appealed the suit, 
and a state appeals court ruled that the courts had no jurisdiction under the "free    
exercise" clause of the First Amendment, since this was the church's internal           
investigation for the purpose of determining her morality.[2][3]  

Canton, Ohio, February 12, 2020 - A school resource assistant in a Canton              
elementary school was fired for using excessive force while keeping a kindergarten 
student who was under restrictions from running out of the building during recess.[4] 

Washington, DC, February 22, 2010 - The United States Supreme Court ruled that the 
kind and extent of force used should be the basis of a claim of excessive force, not 
the level of injury. In the case at issue, a prisoner's injuries were minimal, but       
SCOTUS said the kind of force was what mattered. A previous case was cited as 
precedent.[5] 



IN THE NEWS CONTINUED 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, March 3, 2017 - The mother of an infant son who was 
killed by her boyfriend filed a wrongful death lawsuit against him and his church.     
Forensic and video evidence led to murder charges. 

The man was a donor to the church, and his children attended the church's school. 
The mother claimed that he was on the church's board. She also claimed they       
covered for him in previous cases, leaving her without any warning of his past record. 
The church denied that the dentist had been on the board. Although the church had 
reported child abuse cases, they also had to settle a suit for not reporting another 
claim years earlier.[6][7] 

Previous instance of failure to report abuse apparently contributed to a belief 
that the church was covering for the man's prior use of excessive force. 

Fort Worth, Texas, September 28, 2020 - A grand jury decided to not indict the church 
security team member at the West Freeway Church of Christ who shot and killed a 
gunman who had already killed two members of the church during a service.[8] 

In The Bible 

Force Not Used 

Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not 
by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people      
(Acts 5:26). 

Force Used 

And when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that 
Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to 
go down and take him away from among them by force and bring 
him into the barracks (Acts 23:10). 

Excessive Force 

Thus says the Lord: “... I will not revoke the punishment, because 
he burned to lime the bones of the king of Edom"(Amos 2:1). 

In Amos's prophesies against six Gentile nations (Amos 1:3-2:3), 
each denunciation named an excessive use of force. 



Special Resource for February 

Our free, downloadable, special resource for February is Use of Force:                  
Recommended Training for Your Church's Safety Ministry.[9] Included in this is the 
printable "Use of Force Training Record." Get it by clicking *HERE*. If you are not    
already subscribed, this will sign you up for our weekly email updates and The Church 
Guardian, our monthly newsletter. More information on Use-of-Force is in the Online 
Church Security Guide article "Self Defense Laws, Your Rights and Use of Force."[10] 

Responsible Use of Force 

Some readers may remember the 1960s Lays potato chip TV ad, "Betcha can't eat 
just one"[11], and the 1972 Alka-Seltzer commercial where someone groans, "I can't 
believe I ate the whole thing."[12] Both ads address the issue of knowing when to 
stop, then doing it. In a very real way, this is like using force in tense situations, such 
as in security and law enforcement. As in the potato chip ad, once adrenalin flows, it is 
hard to stop. As in the Alka-Seltzer ad, going too far can have painful consequences.  

Excessive Force 

In the late 1800s and the early 20th Century, police, troops, and private security   
agencies used to protect company property were also employed to end strikes. This 
was often done brutally. For example, the 1892 Homestead Strike against the        
Carnegie Steel Company resulted in the deaths of nine strikers and seven Pinkerton 
agents.[13] 

In the middle of the 20th Century, lawsuits and criminal charges alleging excessive 
use of force started becoming more frequent, and the issue was more widely          
recognized. The 1991 police beating of Rodney King in Los Angeles sparked riots.[14] 
Since then, public outrage over "police brutality" has become commonplace. 

Law enforcement agencies and private security agencies are not the only targets of 
excessive use-of-force claims. Churches are also sued for alleged excesses by   
members of their safety and security teams. Sometimes these members may face 
criminal charges. For instance, in the West Freeway Christian Church shooting, the 
matter was presented to a grand jury.[8] Even though the incident was obviously     
justifiable homicide, it was necessary to verify this conclusion legally. 

Justifiable Force 

The question at hand is, "How much force is justifiable in a situation?" According to 
our definition of force, "whatever pressure or influence you use to defend the church 
and its members," this includes not only physical force and weapons, but also much 
softer means of protecting the flock. For us, justifiable force is the least force needed 
to do the job. 

https://sheepdog-church-security.ck.page/60badbb325
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IdxwpT061I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFKifpMtlNs


The Continuum of Force 

By now, most of us know what a continuum is, but in case this is new to some (and to 
help those who do know to explain it to others), here it is. A continuum is the gradual 
movement from one extreme to another. This movement is outlined by select points 
along the line, dividing the continuum into definable segments. A common example is 
dividing a century into decades. 

The Need for Clear Definitions 

With increasing claims of excessive force by law enforcement officers and conflicting 
decisions around the country having to be sorted out in federal courts, there arose a 
general consensus that we needed recognized definitions of levels of force so       
consistent standards could be set for the use of force. These definitions and       
standards could then be incorporated into law enforcement training and be uniformly 
enforced around the country.  

The Continuum Defined 

In 2009, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ), an office in the Department of Justice, 
posted the definitions of levels of force as The Use-of-Force Continuum.[15] The   
continuum is divided into five levels (note that there are gradations within each level): 

1. Officer Presence 

2. Verbalization 

3. Empty-Hand Control 

4. Less-Lethal Methods 

5. Lethal Force 

https://reflexprotect.com/?ref:sheepdog


Here are the descriptions as given on the NIJ web page: 

Officer Presence — No force is used.  

 Considered the best way to resolve a situation.  

 The mere presence of a law enforcement officer works to deter crime or diffuse a 
situation.  

 Officers' attitudes are professional and nonthreatening. 

 

Verbalization — Force is not-physical.  

 Officers issue calm, nonthreatening commands, such as "Let me see your         
identification and registration."  

 Officers may increase their volume and shorten commands in an attempt to gain 
compliance. Short commands might include "Stop," or "Don't move." 

 

Empty-Hand Control — Officers use bodily force to gain control of a situation.  

 Soft technique. Officers use grabs, holds and joint locks to restrain an individual.  

 Hard technique. Officers use punches and kicks to restrain an individual. 

 

Less-Lethal Methods — Officers use less-lethal technologies to gain control of a      
situation.  

 Blunt impact. Officers may use a baton or projectile to immobilize a combative   
person.  

 Chemical. Officers may use chemical sprays or projectiles embedded with     
chemicals to restrain an individual (e.g., pepper spray).  

 Conducted Energy Devices (CEDs). Officers may use CEDs to immobilize an      
individual. CEDs discharge a high-voltage, low-amperage jolt of electricity at a   
distance. 

 

Lethal Force — Officers use lethal weapons to gain control of a situation.  

 Should only be used if a suspect poses a serious threat to the officer or another   
individual.  

 Officers use deadly weapons such as firearms to stop an individual's actions. 



The Continuum in Church Safety & Security 

The Sheepdog Church Security (SDCS) training course Protecting Yourself and the 
Church with Use of Force Laws v3[1] includes the Use-of-Force Continuum. The    
emphasis is on being skilled in the lower force levels to reduce the need to use the 
higher levels. SDCS has adapted the Continuum for church safety & security by      
refining the definitions for church use and having six levels instead of five: 

1. Team Presence 

2. Verbal De-Escalation 

3. Soft Empty-Hand Controls 

4. Hard Empty-hand Controls 

5. Non-Lethal Weapons 

6. Deadly Force 

 

First of all, with Safety Team members just being there, Team Presence assures most 
attenders that someone is watching out for their safety. They know whom to seek for 
help. This presence is also a deterrent to mischief. Some misbehavers want to be   
noticed, but not by someone trained and equipped to stop them. 

The most used level of force is Verbal De-Escalation. With this key skill, a Safety 
Team member can cool tempers before they become violent. Even when violence is 
beginning, it may be paused long enough to allow heated emotions to cool. The     
principal benefit of this is that no one gets hurt. Verbal de-escalation is a proven 
course of action in law enforcement, classrooms, workplaces, neighborhoods, 
etc. Sheepdog Church Security has a course in verbal de-escalation.[16] 

The third level, Soft Empty-Hand Controls, if used effectively, may prevent a situation 
from rising to the level of using weapons. This can be as light as a hand touching a 
shoulder. It can go as far as escort holds. 

Hard Empty-Hand Controls are commonly known as "unarmed self-defense." They 
are best learned with in-person training. One advantage of these self-defense skills is 
that in close quarters no time is needed to draw any weapon. 

With levels four and five on the Continuum, we come into the arena of state and     
federal weapons laws. Some may be surprised to learn that even pepper spray and 
batons are subject to state and local regulations. By now, we all know about          
concealed-carry and open-carry laws and gun-free zones. Weapons training should 
also include federal, state, and local laws, which are the subject of another article in 
this series. 



Legal Protection 

When defending the congregation against violence, the level of force used is often 
questioned. It may be seen as essential by some, and excessive - or not enough - by 
others. It is now too easy to face a lawsuit or criminal charges. We need to have     
immediate access to legal help for advice and representation. Sheepdog Church    
Security has linked up with U.S. LawShield®, described as a "most comprehensive 
(and affordable) Legal Defense for Self Defense Program." If a subscriber is sued or 
charged for defending themselves or others, a lawyer is ready to represent them. You 
can subscribe as a Sheepdog Church Security affiliate member.[17] 

Special Material Resource 

There are more solutions available for non-lethal self-defense with Reflex Protect. 
These are effective for home and work, and can also be used by schools and     
health-care facilities. Their spray has a uniquely-designed head for easier 
use. Sheepdog Church Security has an affiliate relationship with Reflex Protect.[18] 

Conclusion 

For a Church Safety Ministry, it is our goal to use only the amount of force needed to 
keep order and protect the congregation, and no more. This is safer and avoids the 
physical and legal consequences of using too much force. 

There Is More 

The other two articles the Use of Force in Church Security series are "To the           
Defense" (Protecting the Flock from Violent Threats) and "Lawful Force" (Use of 
Force Laws). At the end of the month is our Closer Look article for February, "The 
2001 Greater Oak Missionary Baptist Church Shooting." 

 

Click Here for References 

https://sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/articles/how-forceful-continuum-of-force/


LAWFUL FORCE 

Use of Force Laws 

Introduction 
What do we mean when we say, “force”? As a 
verb, it means to apply pressure, as in, “He 
forced the plug into the hole,” or, “The         
delegates forced a floor vote.” As a noun, it 
means pressure, applied exertion, influence, 
power, etc. For a Church Security Team, force 
is whatever pressure or influence you use to 
defend the church and its members – more 
specifically in the context of this series, 
against violence or the possibility of violence.  

When we use certain levels or kinds of force, local, state, and federal laws apply. In 
most places, these will be citizen's arrest, hard empty-hand controls,                       
non-lethal/less-lethal weapons, deadly force, and self-defense. Since the laws and 
court interpretations differ between jurisdictions, it pays to know how the law applies 
in your state and locality.  

IN THE NEWS 

Central, Louisiana, April 21, 2020 - The pastor of a church in Central was arrested for 
vehicular assault after allegedly attempting to hit protesters with a church bus. The 
protesters were picketing the church for holding services despite Covid19 restrictions.
[2] 
Note: If the allegations were true, then this was a misuse of force. 

Memphis, Tennessee, March 27, 2016 - A man carrying a handgun and an assault  
rifle was spotted entering a Memphis church Easter morning. The church had a policy 
of no firearms except by "authorized persons." He was stopped and arrested by a 
church security guard who was an off-duty police officer.[3] 
Note: Since the officer was off-duty, this was a citizen's arrest. 

Gastonia, North Carolina, October 27, 2019 - On a Sunday morning, church leaders 
tried to escort a disruptive man out of the building. During the course of the encounter, 
the man grasped the preacher. Once outside, he stripped naked and hit a church 
member on the head. When police arrived, he resisted arrest.[4] 
Note: The story makes no mention of a church safety/security team, which could have 
been trained in empty-hand control techniques. 



 

Nashville, Tennessee, October 28, 2018 - A church security guard was arrested for 
allegedly impersonating a police officer while intimidating a church attender.            
According to the police report, the complainant said the guard showed a photo        
appearing to be him in a New York City police uniform as he threatened the attender. 
Official records do not list the guard as being or having been a law enforcement      
officer. [5] 
Note: Impersonating a law enforcement officer is a crime and can be seen as an 
abuse of the first two levels of use-of-force, officer presence and verbalization. 

In The Bible 

 Justifiable homicide 

If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be 
no bloodguilt for him (Exodus 22:2). 

 Citizen's Arrest 

And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape.” And they seized them (1 Kings 18:40). 

 Protection against revenge 

And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not give up the 
manslayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unknowingly, 
and did not hate him in the past (Joshua 20:5). 

Special Monthly Resource 

This month's special downloadable resource is "Use of Force: Recommended     
Training for Your Church's Safety Ministry."[6] It includes the "Use of Force Training 
Record." To get it click *HERE.* When you do, if you're not already subscribed you'll 
be added to the list for the monthly newsletter, The Church Guardian, and the weekly 
email updates. 

You can find more information on the Use of Force in the Church Security Guide[7]  
article "Self Defense Laws, Your Rights and Use of Force"[8] and in the Use of Force 
training course.[1] 

https://sheepdog-church-security.ck.page/60badbb325


Keeping the Use of Force Legal 

While keeping the flock safe, a Church Safety Ministry wants to be on the safe side of 
the law. After all, criminal charges and/or lawsuits are definitely more than                
inconveniences. For one thing, they can be costly with legal fees, even more so with 
court judgments or fines. A conviction on a criminal charge can bring jail time and/or 
restrictions. Besides these, the adverse publicity can damage a church's public       
image, and how the church handles the case will impact its testimony and ministry. In 
all cases, it is important for the church, the Safety Ministry, and all persons involved to 
be open, honest, and transparent. The appearance of covering up will eventually be 
more damaging than the case itself. 

Use-of-Force laws generally fall into any of four categories: Citizen's Arrest, Hard 
Empty-Hand Controls, Non-Lethal/Less-Lethal Weapons, and Deadly Force. Two or 
more of these may be included in Self-Defense Laws. 

Citizen's Arrest 

When a private citizen, that is someone who is not a sworn law enforcement officer, 
arrests a criminal suspect, it is called a "citizen's arrest." Take, for example, when   
Elijah called for the people to seize the 450 prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:40). He was 
not an official of the government of Israel. Even if you consider him a de-facto deputy 
because he had either the approval or the acquiescence of the king (who was        
present), he commanded ordinary citizens to make the arrest, so it was still a form of 
citizen's arrest. 

Citizen's arrest has a long tradition in Western Civilization. For a long time there were 
no regular police forces. Neither were soldiers always immediately available. Nor 
could you pick up a phone and call local officials to respond to a crime. It was up to 
ordinary people who witnessed or reliably knew of a crime to detain the suspect and 
hold him or her for trial. In England, after sheriffs were established as county (shire) 
law enforcement officers, citizen's arrest was still recognized as legal. Also, Posse 
Comitatus - on-the-spot deputizing of local citizens to pursue and capture a fugitive - 
was a common practice. 

Citizen's arrest carried over into the United States. It was widely used on the frontier. 
It is still legal today, but is more closely defined, and where and how it may be used is 
specified in law. These laws differ by state, but there are general similarities. The  
hazards for a citizen are personal injury and the possibility of a false arrest. The lines 
drawn by state laws are meant to protect both the citizen and the suspect. One        
reliable source for information on citizen's arrest is FindLaw.[9] 

 



 

The first requirement for a citizen's arrest is knowledge that a crime was committed by 
the suspect. Usually this means witnessing the crime. 

Then there is the circumstantial witnessing of a crime in progress (which may be a 
gray area for some cases). A classic example is the suspect running by carrying a 
purse followed by someone yelling, "Help! He stole my purse." Is the man with the 
purse really a thief, or is this a false accusation? This can be tricky. What if the man 
was holding his wife's purse and another woman came along trying to take it, claiming 
it was hers, and he was trying to get away from her? 

On the other hand, the citizen may recognize a suspect publicly identified by law     
enforcement as being wanted for a certain crime. A citizen's arrest may be warranted. 
In some states, you may be required to report the sighting to the police, giving details 
such as place, time, direction and means of travel, how the suspect is dressed, etc. 
instead of making the arrest. If the suspect is armed and dangerous, reporting is the 
prudent option. 

Another consideration is the amount of force used to make the arrest. Only the force 
needed to stop and detain the suspect should be used. The force used should be   
proportional to the level of the crime. Stricter rules apply to deadly force. Obviously, 
lethal weapons should not be used to arrest a shoplifter. FindLaw does advise citizens 
to "Speak with an Attorney." This applies to your Church Safety Ministry. 

Hard Empty-Hand Controls 

When it comes to takedowns, throws, and punches, there is a chance of serious    
personal injury, especially with certain holds. Laws usually do not directly address   
unarmed self-defense moves, but court cases do. Cases that make the news are     
injuries and deaths resulting from actions by police and professional security guards, 
but court precedents may be grounds for suing or charging a Church Safety 
Team member. 

In North Carolina, according to U.S. LawShield, physical force, including pushing,   
pulling, and using holds, can be used to remove a trespasser, but only if the          
trespasser refuses to leave and the force used is necessary to execute the removal.
[10] 

Non-Lethal/Less-Lethal Weapons 

Though we may still refer to "non-lethal" weapons, the trend is to use the "less-lethal" 
label. Why? Many of these lesser defend-or-control devices can still cause injuries, 
even death, in some situations. For instance, pepper spray turns out to be not as 
harmless as we once thought. A lot depends on individual sensitivity to the oleoresin 
capsicum (pepper oil) in the spray. 



State and local laws regulate many less-lethal weapons. Some, like black jacks and 
spiked knuckles, are usually banned because of their deadly use by criminal gangs. 
Batons are often restricted to use by police or require training and certification. The 
use of chemical weapons (such as pepper spray and tear gas) and conducted-charge 
devices (stun guns and Tasers) is often covered by state laws and local ordinances. 

Deadly Force 

Deadly force (with lethal weapons) is expected to be the most highly regulated level of 
the use-of-force. Actually, it is the most contentious with the most diverse chart of 
state regulations. In some jurisdictions, firearms were more legal than pepper spray. 
At least that was the observation of a scholarly law school paper in 2010, when      
Eugene Volokh argued that the right to carry pepper spray was also covered by 
the Second Amendment alongside firearms.[11]  

Regulating the carrying and use of firearms, swords, and switchblades is                 
understandable because of their lethality - firearms especially, because they can kill at 
a distance (this can extend the argument to other projectile weapons). 

State laws address issues such as who can own, possess, or carry a firearm. Those 
who are prohibited are usually felons (at least those convicted of violent crimes), the 
cognitively impaired, and certain classes of the mentally ill. Also covered are          
regulations for open carry, concealed carry, and places of exclusion (gun-free zones), 
specific permission, or no restriction - these places include houses of worship. 

Some websites, such as State Laws and Published Ordinances - Firearms (34th    
Edition)* by the ATF[12], disclose firearms laws on a state-by-state basis. Our advice 
is to contact your own state's government to find its laws concerning weapons and 
self-defense.  

*The ATF data covers all 50 states, DC, five U.S. territories and associated           
commonwealths, with a Spanish version for Puerto Rico and a separate listing for  
California municipalities.  

Self-Defense 

The topic of self-defense and the law includes several levels of force. At issue in state 
laws are when and where you have the right or duty to defend yourself and others, 
and what levels of force are acceptable in those situations or conditions. As with other 
issues of law, what has been enacted is subject to judicial interpretation. 

There are three general types of self-defense laws: Duty to Retreat, Stand Your 
Ground, and Castle Doctrine. 



Duty to Retreat 

As of this writing, fifteen states have Duty to Retreat laws[13] (on April 6, 2021, this 
will become fourteen states as Ohio's new Stand Your Ground law comes into effect). 
What is a Duty to Retreat? Basically, it means that if you have a means of escape 
when threatened, it is your duty to retreat, get away from the threat. According to 
UCLA law professor Eugene Volokh, "Rather, it's a provision that, under certain       
circumstances, failing to retreat from a confrontation will effectively strip you of your 
right to use deadly force for self-defense." What this means is that you first try to get 
out of the situation. If you cannot and the threat continues, then you may use deadly 
force.  

In a sixteenth state, Pennsylvania, you must retreat or not use deadly force if the 
threatener does not display a lethal weapon and is not physically attacking you in a 
way which causes grave injury or death (for example, attempted strangulation).       
Volokh says this is part Duty to Retreat, part Stand Your Ground. 

Duty to Retreat laws have exceptions based on the Castle Doctrine. States differ on 
the places and extent of the Castle Doctrine (see below). 

Of course, there are distinctions in how this is applied. Most of these derive from court 
cases. The issue here is answering the questions of whether the defender had a way 
of escape, was aware of it, and was able to rationally decide to use it. Also at issue is 
how imminent the threat of death or serious bodily injury was. That's a lot of room for 
lawyers to move around. 

If a defender uses deadly force, he or she has to show that there was no other choice. 
To put it bluntly, if it is not obvious that you had a right to use deadly force, you may 
be facing charges of murder, manslaughter, or assault and battery with a deadly 
weapon. 

Stand Your Ground 

Stand Your Ground means that you do not have to retreat when threatened, but have 
the right to use deadly force against deadly force. Certain conditions must be met.  
Basically they are: 

1. Lawful presence: you have a right to be in that place. 

2. You reasonably believe that force is necessary 

 to protect yourself or others from a deadly assault, or 

 to prevent a forcible felony. 

3. You are not engaged in an unlawful activity. 

4. You are not the aggressor. 



Castle Doctrine 

The Castle Doctrine comes from the concept in English common law that "A man's 
home is his castle." In other words, he has the right to defend his own home. This 
principle was stated in the Old Testament Law (Exodus 22:2). This doctrine is the    
primary modifier for the Duty to Retreat. It is in your "castle" that you do not have to 
retreat, from a deadly threat (although some have proposed changes to that, requiring 
you to leave the house or hide if you can). 

What your "castle" is differs by state. Using a map and a compilation of definitions by 
state, Volokh shows how this applies in each U.S. state and territory: 

1. 35 states plus Puerto Rico and the Northern Marianas Islands have Stand 
Your Ground laws 

2. Your Castle is your home (8 states) 

3. Your Castle is your home or in your vehicle (1 state: Ohio until April 6, 2021) 

4. Your Castle is your home or your workplace (5 states) 

5. Your Castle is your home or vehicle or workplace (1 state and 1 territory) 

6. A "middle ground" approach (D.C.) 

7. No settled rule (2 territories)[13] 

Whether the Castle Doctrine applies to defending a congregation depends on the law 
in that state and how it is interpreted. For Church Safety Team members it is prudent 
to not consider the church your castle. 

Special Products and Services 

Sheepdog Church Security has affiliate relationships with providers of a legal service 
and a defensive product in regards to Use of Force. 

Legal Service 

Legally, using force in defending yourself and others is criminally and civilly           
hazardous. Even the perception that force was wrongly used may lead to a criminal 
investigation and/or a lawsuit. This is especially true if death or serious injury results. 
If that has happened, you need immediate legal help, both advice and representation. 



U.S. LawShield ® began as Texas LawShield. It is a membership organization of     
attorneys who provide legal services for subscribers in the area of use of force. It    
describes itself as a "most comprehensive (and affordable) Legal Defense for Self   
Defense Program." A lawyer will be assigned to defend you if you are sued or        
criminally charged for using deadly force in self-defense. You can subscribe as an   
affiliate member of Sheepdog Church Security.[14] 

Defensive Product 

A special non-lethal self-defense spray product, Reflex Protect, is specially designed 
to be easily and safely used at home, in schools, at work, and in healthcare facilities. 
It can also be used by Church Safety Team members. It has a uniquely designed 
spray head. You can buy it as a Sheepdog Church Security member.[15] 

Conclusion 

As we defend the flock, we must do it legally. Learn how your state's use-of-force laws 
apply to a Church Safety Ministry and apply them. 

There Is More 

The other two articles in this Use-of-Force series are "To the Defense" (Protecting the 
Flock from Violent Threats) and "How Forceful?" (The Continuum of Force). The last 
article for the month will be a closer look at "The 2001 Greater Oak Missionary Baptist 
Church Shooting." 

 

Click Here for References 

 

https://sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/articles/lawful-force/
https://www.amazon.com/shop/instructor_moloney


CHURCH SECURITY  

ROLL CALL 
WEEKLY TIPS AND ENCOURAGEMENT FOR CHURCH SECURITY TEAMS BASED ON THE RESEARCH                             

AND EXPERIENCE OF KRIS MOLONEY AND THE SHEEPDOG CHURCH SECURITY TEAM. HOSTED BY KRIS MOLONEY.  

Episode 245: To the Defense 

The Elements of Defense and                                          

Protecting the Flock from Violent Threats. 

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN ON SOUNDCLOUD 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH ON YOUTUBE 

Episode 246: How Forceful? 

The Use of Force Continuum. 

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN ON SOUNDCLOUD 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH ON YOUTUBE 

Episode 247: Lawful Force 

The Correct way to Conduct a Citizen's Arrest           

and Understanding Use of Force Laws. 

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN ON SOUNDCLOUD 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH ON YOUTUBE 

Episode 248: Greater Oak Church  

A Monthly Feature looking at Church Shooting           

Incidents. 

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN ON SOUNDCLOUD 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH ON YOUTUBE 

https://soundcloud.com/churchsecurityrollcall/csrc245-to-the-defense-protecting-the-flock-from-violent-threats
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWFLgnx7dTw&t=1s
https://soundcloud.com/churchsecurityrollcall/csrc246-how-forceful-the-continuum-of-force
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xe-mwgdwfhY
https://soundcloud.com/churchsecurityrollcall/csrc247-lawful-force-use-of-force-laws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yy86fdO9D-A
https://soundcloud.com/churchsecurityrollcall/csrc248-greater-oak-missionary-baptist-church-shooting
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Erps24DoZE


MAIL CALL 
Messages from Sheepdogs 

across the country 

Joe Brooks 

“I appreciate you guys and am anxious 

to continue with the training   program. I 

have been using the Roll Call emails you 

send out and forwarding them to the 

Safety Team members and Staff, great 

source information, thanks again for your 

Ministry in the Church Safety/Security 

world. Semper Fi from a retired US-

MCR!” 

Cary Martin 

“Although I have worked in armed       

security before for beachfront            

businesses, the Sheepdog Church      

Security course has brought to my       

attention some situations and             

procedures needed to cover church     

security that may not be on private    

properties and businesses. I took a lot of 

notes.” 

FREE MONTHLY     

DOWNLOAD 

Arson Prevention              

3 Steps to Success 

What steps has your church    

taken to reduce the opportunities 

for arson? Are you confident that 

you have done all you can and 

that, as a result, your chances of 

suffering an arson event are   

minimized? 

Protect God’s People with Our 

Church Safety Resource to get 

this free download, Click the   

Picture and enter your Email         

Address. You will receive an 

email with a download Button. 

Click the Button in the email to 

Download the Safety Ministry  

Resource. 



SHEEPDOG’S MONTHLY 

GUEST ARTICLE  

Let’s Talk Parking Lots 

BY: TERRY B. 

As we are getting back to in person meetings at church, we are restarting our church 

safety ministries. And where better to restart than talking about the first area people 

see when they enter your property…The Parking Lot.  

It is said that the first impression and the last impression are the most decisive to 

many experiences. Well, both of those occur in the parking lots. The first impression is 

not the pastor, the children’s teachers, or even the greeter at the door, It’s the parking 

team. Is it not a great feeling of hope and encouragement when greeted by a smile 

and a wave upon entering property?  

If you designate an area for guests to park, the parking team can be that first link to 

getting people connected and direct them to the appropriate area. They can even    

radio ahead to the greeters and welcome team to have them expecting the visitors 

and assist them in finding what and where they need to go. 

The parking team truly is the first impression of your church. It is said that if you go out 

to a fine restaurant, get the greatest meal, and even the fanciest dessert, but you 

come out to find that your car had been damaged while you were eating, you’re not 

likely to return to that place. The greatest sermon can be cancelled out by an           

excruciatingly long wait to get out of the parking lot. I can attest that in my               

employment at a megachurch that we were able to reduce the wait time from when 

the pastor said Amen to the time that cars reached the main road from just under 40 

minutes at its peak to a much more reasonable 14 minutes. This was all done with a 

coordinated effort of a select few people serving on the parking team. 



Other than the simple aspect of getting people in and out in a timely manner, the other 

significant reason to have people stationed in the parking lot is safety. The parking lot 

is one of your first lines of defense. In The Concentric Circles of Protection concept, 

the boundaries of each layer separates those people who belong within the next layer 

from those who don’t belong. Simply stating…If you can stop them on the outside, 

there will be a lot less issues on the inside. The great Carl Chinn has quoted in his 

findings that 74.6 % of incidents occur outside the church building. What happens to 

take up a large amount of that space outside of your building is the parking lot. Often 

said in battle is that your perimeter defense is your most important. The perimeter to 

your church is the parking lot. It is paramount to have people out in the parking lot 

keeping an eye on those entering your property. 

In one of the worse shootings in church history, the perpetrator arrived and parked 20 

minutes prior to exiting his vehicle. He then exited his vehicle wearing black tactical 

gear, a ballistic vest, and a black face-mask featuring a white skull. He was also  

wielding an AR-15. Any and all of these signs could have been picked up by a person 

in the parking lot. Parking lot personnel should be on radio to alert the security team 

and anyone else inside that there may be something amiss. This heads up will serve 

well to allow the people inside to properly lock down the building and notify authorities. 

The parking team will also allow for more appropriate parking of vehicles. This allows 

for more diligent use of space and prevents the late attenders from parking either in a 

hazardous manner or the possible blocking of a fire lane or fire hydrant. 

Another aspect of parking lot duty is to employ some type of parking shuttle. This can 

be a simple golf cart-type vehicle to help those that park farther away to get to the 

front door or to allow security to get around property quicker. Depending on the size of 

your parking lot, and if there is offsite parking, there are many other aspects of parking 

teams that we can train you for. Whatever the size of your organization, and whatever 

the size of your parking lot, you need a parking team out there to welcome those that 

are coming to worship and to be a first line of defense of those that are meaning ill will 

to anyone within the organization. 



 

 

Terry Berringer is the owner/operator of 

Church Emergency Consulting. He was the 

founder, developer, trainer and director of 

the security, parking and medical teams of 

one of the largest congregations in south-

west Pennsylvania for over 20 years. 

To learn more, click on the image below: 

 

 

 

 

Terry Berringer 
terry@churchemergency.com 

412-527-3673 

 

If you have any further ideas or questions on parking teams, please contact me here 

via Sheepdog Church Security or thru my contact information listed below. 

https://churchemergency.com/
https://worshipsecurity.vhx.tv/?code=sheepdog


ONSITE INSTRUCTORS 

JOSHUA COLEMAN 

Location: Cabot, Arkansas 72023  

Email: shepherdingsheepdogs@gmail.com   

Phone: (971) 409-2425   

MICHAEL MERCER  

Location: South Windham, Maine 04082   

Website: https://michaelmercerconsulting.com   

Email: michael@michaelmercerconsulting.com   

Phone: (207) 699-8840   

BRIAN STOLT 

Location: Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011  

Website: https://stolttacticaldefense.com/   

Email: brian@stolttacticaldefense.com  

Phone: (952) 292-8758  

MICHAEL & DESERÉE KENNEY 

Location: Upper Deerfield Twp. New Jersey 08302  

Website: https://www.kenneyprotectiveagency.com/  

Email: info@KenneyProtectiveAgency.com  

Phone: 856-283-8481  

JEFFREY TOEPPE 

Location: Racine, Wisconsin 53402  

Website: https://www.personal-defense-training.com/  

Email: jeff@personal-defense-training.com  

Phone: 262-994-0242  

mailto:shepherdingsheepdogs@gmail.com
tel:+19714092425
https://michaelmercerconsulting.com/
mailto:michael@michaelmercerconsulting.com
tel:+12076998840
https://stolttacticaldefense.com/
mailto:brian@stolttacticaldefense.com
tel:+19522928758
https://www.kenneyprotectiveagency.com/
mailto:info@KenneyProtectiveAgency.com
tel:+18562838481
https://www.personal-defense-training.com/
mailto:jeff@personal-defense-training.com
tel:+12629940242


SHEEPDOG SEMINAR 

SAY NO! TO UNLAWFUL VIOLENCE  

AT THE SHEEPDOG SEMINAR, 

you will learn the steps that must be 

taken to decrease one’s chances of 

being victimized by violence on    

faith-based property (and what we 

teach is applicable everywhere). 

YOU WILL BE walked through the 

details of the tragedy that struck 

New Life Church in Colorado 

Springs, Colorado in 2007. On a 

Sunday in December, an angry  

gunman arrived at the church. He 

had already murdered two people 

80 miles north of Colorado Springs. 

Driven by hatred for people of faith, 

he shot several worshipers, and  

murdered two sisters. You will hear 

the lessons learned by the safety 

team at the church; what they did 

right, and what they did wrong.  

LOCATION OF EVENT 

His Tabernacle Church 

16 Level Acres Drive 

Horseheads, NY 14845 

DATE 

June 7, 2021  

TIME 

Monday 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 

NOTE: We will have a worship   

service on the night before (Sunday 

night June 6). Service starts at 6:00 

p.m. 

LEARN MORE 

Sheepdog Safety Training Seminar 

Schedule 

PREREGISTER 

Eventbrite Sheepdog Seminar 

https://www.sheepdogsafetytraining.com/horseheads-new-york-june-7-2021
https://www.sheepdogsafetytraining.com/horseheads-new-york-june-7-2021
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sheepdog-seminar-tickets-137878112145


SHEEPDOG CORNER 
Hi Sheepdog, 

We are taking training to the next level! During this 
season of COVID, where working from home and 
online meetings became widespread, we learned a 
valuable lesson. A lot of you LOVE Online Training 
Events! 

Coming sooner than you think, we are going to 
start scheduling more and more Online       
Training Events. All of them will be hosted by me, 
Kris Moloney, so you can ask questions and dig 
deeper into the materials; not to mention, ask 
questions about your church’s unique size, setting, 
and procedures.  

I believe the Online Training Events coupled with 
the Individual Online Courses and the Instructor 
Training Bundles will result in more Sheepdogs 
getting trained properly and in a timely       
manner.  

For clarity, nothing else is changing. You can still 
train online and become certified on your own time 
and computer with the Safety Member Certification 
and you can still train your own team with the   
Complete Church Security Training System. The 
new Online Training Events are a Free Upgrade to 
the training you are enrolled in.  

And of course, Preferred Sheepdog Members get 
EVERYTHING!!! (does not include my kitchen sink) 

Your Loyal Companion in Christ,  

Kris P. Moloney 

Address: 

712 Maple Circle Belle Plaine,       
MN 56011 

Phone: 

612-470-7364 

E-Mail: 

Kris@sheepdogchurchsecurity.net 

Website: 

https://
sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/# 

A Police Officer with over 18 

years of experience and a       

retired Army Captain and        

Company Commander. He has 

certifications in Crime            

Prevention, Security                

Assessments, and the Crime 

Free Program. He also has a 

Bachelor’s degree in Ministry 

and a Master’s degree in         

Organizational Leadership.  

Kris P. Moloney  

https://sheepdog-church-security.thinkific.com/bundles/safety-team-complete-training-course
https://sheepdog-church-security.thinkific.com/bundles/complete-church-security-training-system
https://sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/
https://sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/
https://sheepdogchurchsecurity.net/

