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Thoughts on nature and the Christian faith  -  9/24/18 
"O God, you know my folly; the wrongs I have 
done are not hidden from you."  -  Ps. 69:5 

 

Jo and I have enjoyed watching two young bucks that frequent our property as 
they have grown from newborn fawns to adolescence. These two boys look very 
similar but their personalities could not be more different. One has little fear of 
us and is to the point of almost taking corn from our hands. The other, however, 
is very shy and tries to either run away or hide whenever he sees us. Not too long 
ago, as I was photographing behind our house, I had the feeling that I was being 
watched. Sure enough, when I searched the area around me with a telephoto lens, 
I saw the shy brother peering at me behind the protection of an oak tree. He 
thought I could not see him, but he was wrong. We humans behave the same way 
with God. We think we can hide our faults from the penetrating gaze of our 
Creator. It's laughable really. How foolish we must appear to God as we try to 
hide who we actually are from the One who knows us better than we know 
ourselves. And what is most inane is our attempt to hide behind religion. 
Outward piety is a poor mask to hide inward corruption. What would be much 
more preferable, and what God himself calls us to do, is to admit openly who we 
are. It is called confession and it is sadly lacking in most churches. But the truth 
is, it is actually freeing. For some reason, I find it easier to confess my sins to God 
when I am in the natural world. Perhaps it is because there is no one around to 
deride me. Or maybe it is because I don't want others to think less of me. In truth, 
others may very well be surprised at the things we try to hide, but I know God is 
not. And that is the beauty of the gospel. For those who have put their trust in 
Jesus, it is freeing to know that when the Father looks at us, he sees his Son. Our 
unrighteousness, which God certainly knows all about, is covered by the 
righteousness of Christ. So go ahead and confess what you try to keep in secret. It 
sure beats living a lie.  -  John 


