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"For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them."  -  Rom. 1:19 

 
Although it may look like this image was taken on a snowy winter day, it actually was 
taken on a foggy morning in autumn. I like this image because it is so simple, just a red-
tailed hawk and a tree. No competing background, no foreground to distract the eye, just a 
hawk and a tree. It is plain what I had in mind to emphasize when I took this picture. It 
almost reminds me of a Japanese watercolor. Sometimes less is more. To make a point, it is 
vital to make perfectly clear what the point is. God has done that with regard to clarifying 
His very existence. The first chapter of the book of Romans makes the point that the 
existence of the natural world demands the existence of a Creator. Only a fool can say that 
something can arise out of nothing. The intricacy of design in nature could never occur by 
chance. For one thing, chance has no power to do anything. Chance is not a force. Design 
demands a Designer. This is the role of nature, to point us to the One who brought it all 
into being. No one will be able to stand before God in judgment and declare he or she was 
unaware of God's existence. And to know God exists and then to not worship Him only 
compounds our guilt. Trees and hawks will bear witness against anyone who dares to use 
ignorance as an excuse. Nature screams there is a God, but fails to tell us what He demands 
or how He saves. That is the role of scripture. Nature is never to be the object of our 
worship (that is idolatry), or the object of our exploitation (that is callous irresponsibility), 
but should be nourished and cherished as a gift of God. We are surrounded every day by 
art, by witnesses to the existence of God, and by treasured gifts of His love for a humanity 
that often ignores Him and rebels against Him. There will come a day when we all will 
have to answer for what we have done in light of what has been plainly shown to us in 
creation. Hawks and trees exist for a reason.  -  John 


